Left: Gov. Jim Hunt talks with the Transportation Secretary’s staff and other key managers about the impor- 
tance of telling the “transportation needs” story to the citizens of North Carolina. Right: Earlier during the 
| day, the governor receives the Blue Ribbon Study Commission’s report in the old capitol house chambers. The 
commission has been studying transportation needs and ways to finance those needs for more than a year. 
Thereport stated those needs and made recommendations for financing them. The governor is expected to 


take his recommendations to the 1981 General Assembly. 


BRC Reports to Governor 


Governor Hunt visited Secretary 
Tom Bradshaw’s staff meeting which 
was attended by the Division of 
Highways engineers and_ unit 
managers. 

At that meeting the Governor 
commended DOT employees for their 
past efforts for doing more with less 
and encouraged department 
managers to work even harder with 
all employees in coming up with more 
cost saving ideas. 

Secretary Bradshaw told the group 
that transportation needs background 
information would be made available 
to employees to help answer public 
inquiries regarding the challenges 
being faced by the department in 
meeting these needs. 


In mid-December, Governor Jim 
Hunt received recommendations from 
his Blue Ribbon Study Commission 
on Transportation Needs and Finan- 
cing. 

The Governor thanked Com- 
mission Chairman, former Governor 
and Supreme Court Justice Dan 
Moore, and the rest of the com- 
mission for their work this past year. 

The Governor also noted, “As 
pointed out in this report by your 
Operations Committee, chaired by 
Senator J. J. “Monk” Harrington, the 
Department of Transportation has 
shown real leadership in the area of 
fiscal responsibility.” 

He then went on to describe several 
programs which the department has 


developed to be more productive and 
efficient. The Governor then added, “I 
want maximum involvement by the 
public and Department of Transpor- 
tation employees in this effort. I want 
to hear from all the people who have 
ideas about how we can save 
money—whether those ideas relate to 
administrative costs or to highway 
construction and maintenance. 

“I want anybody who has a 
suggestion to do one of two things: 
You can call a toll-free number 1-800- 
662-7952—and your suggestion will 
be routed directly to me on the day it 
is received. Or, you can write me a 
letter at the Governor’s Mansion. 
Mark it ‘personal’ because I intend to 
read and respond to each letter that 
comes in.’ 
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Opening ‘Gateway to the Land of the Sky’ 


Gov. Jim Hunt poses with Claxton Elementary School second grade 
students and teachers in Asheville during the opening ceremony for I- 
240 at Beaucatcher Mountain. A formal dedication of 1-240 in 
Asheville was held in December. State Transportation Secretary Tom 
Bradshaw said that the project “will provide a more energy-efficient 
route for area citizens and for visitors to Asheville and western North 


Carolina.” 


Campaign Promotes Seatbelt Use 


The Department of Crime Control 
and Public Safety and the Depart- 
ment of Administration have joined 
with the Department of Transpor- 
tation in launching a campaign to 
encourage state employees to use 
seatbelts. 

As part of the campaign, “Your 
Seatbelt, Don’t Sit On It” bumper 
stickers have been placed on the state 
vehicles owned by these departments. 

Governor’s Highway Safety 
Program (GHSP) Coordinator Ed 
Guy said that each time a person 
rides in a car he risks death or injury. 

“This risk can be cut in half if all 
passengers would use a simple device 
included in all late model 
vehicles—the seat belt,” he said. 


Thomas W. Bradshaw, dr. 
Secretary of Transportation 


Cy K. Lynn 
Special Assistant for Public Affairs 


Guy noted that all cars are required 
to be built with protection for the 
passenger compartment, and that in 
only the most severe crashes does the 
passenger compartment collapse. 

“This protection is useless if the 
motorist is free to collide with the in- 
side of the car or, worse yet, be 
ejected from the passenger compart- 
ment,” he said. 
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DOT Launches™ 


‘Get Yours Early’ 
Campaign 


“Get Yours Early” is once again the 
Division of Motor Vehicles’ theme for 
the license plate renewal period. 

Motor Vehicles Commissioner 
Elbert L. Peters Jr. said, “We hope 
that our slogan, ‘Get Yours Early,’ 
will spur citizens to buy their license 
plates and stickers early. We feel that 
the early license plate renewal cam- 
paign will aid in reducing the waiting 
time at the license plate agencies.” 

Peters noted that this is the last 
year that there will be massive 
vehicle registration during the Jan. 
1—Feb. 15 period. 

Due to the implementation of the 
“staggered” registration system, most 
North Carolinians will no longer 
renew their vehicle registration 
during the traditional renewal period. 

The staggered system spreads 
vehicle registration throughou e 
the year. Once the system © 
plemented, it will help eliminate the 
traditionally long lines at license plate 
offices each year. 

More than two million license 
renewal cards have been mailed. The 
remaining license renewal cards 
should be mailed by January 5. 

Department of Transportation em- 
ployees and other motorists should 
make sure they take or send both sec- 
tions of their perforated license 
renewal cards when they purchase 
their license tags and stickers. 

Peters also reminds motorists to fill 
out and sign the insurance certifica- 
tion on the back of the license 
renewal card. 

He noted that motor vehicle owners 
who have moved to a new address 
need to show their correct addresses 
on both sections of the renewal card 
before purchasing plates or validation 
stickers. 
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@ New Licensing System Replaces Old 


—— ee eee 


The Driver Services Section of the 
Department of Transportation’s 
motor vehicles division started the 
new year with a new method of licen- 
sing drivers. 

The method, called the “classified 
driver license system,” will replace 
the operator and chauffeur licenses 
issued under the old system, accord- 
ing to Motor Vehicles Commissioner 
Elbert L. Peters Jr. 

Motorists with current valid driver 
licenses will not be affected until it is 
time for them to renew their old 
license, which occurs every four years. 
A driver license expires at midnight 
on the motorist’s birthday. 

Under the new system, vehicles are 
put in categories or classes (A, B or 
C) according to their weight and the 
number of passengers they are 
designed to carry. The class will be 
indicated on the front cover of the 
driver license. 

Most North Carolina drivers will 


in a Class C license when they 
their driver licenses. 


AASHTO Elects 
Bradshaw, V-P 


State Transportation Secretary 
Tom Bradshaw is the new vice 
president of the American 


| Association of State Highway and 


_ Transportation Officials (AASHTO). 


He was elected to the office in 
November at AASHTO’s annual 
meeting in Nevada. 

Our Secretary is only the second 
non-career state employee to hold 


this office. His primary responsi- 


_ LAYOUT ARTIST: 


bilities will be to coordinate the many 
committee activities of AASHTO and 
assist in the development of policies 
and positions by AASHTO for con- 
sideration by Congress in developing 
transportation legislation. 

Traditionally, the vice president is 
elected president of AASHTO the 
following year. 


Robby Langenberg 
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The Class C license entitles a driver 
to operate a car, a private truck or 
other motor vehicle which weighs 
30,000 pounds or less. 

The Class B license entitles a 
motorist to: 

—drive a commercial bus, a 
cement mixer or any other single 
motor vehicle that weighs over 


30,000 pounds; 
—operate that vehicle to tow an- 


other vehicle weighing 10,000 gross 
pounds or less; 

—drive a single vehicle designed to 
carry more than 12 passengers; 

—operate all vehicles under Class 
C. 

The Class A license entitles motor 
vehicle operators to drive any vehicle 
(except a motorcycle), including all 
vehicles under Classes B and C. 

To obtain a Class A license, the 
motor vehicle operator must show 
proof either by affidavit or by passing 
a written examination and/or road 
test that he is capable of driving a 
tractor-trailer. 


A driver license must have the 
“motorcycle endorsement” on it 
before a driver is entitled to operate 
the motorcycle with either a Class A, 
B or C license. 

To obtain this endorsement, the 
operator must either sign an affidavit 
attesting to two years’ experience in 
operating a motorcycle prior to Jan. 
1, 1978 or take both a written and a 
road test. 

The fees for each class license are 
as follows: 


A—$10.00 
B—$10.00 
C—$ 4.00 


(A duplicate license is $1.00) 

Transportation Secretary Tom 
Bradshaw said, “Once implemented, 
we think the classified driver license 
system will play an important role in 
our department’s efforts to promote 
safe driving on the roads and high- 
ways of North Carolina.” 


1-95 Fayetteville Bypass Dedicated 


Gov. Jim Hunt addresses an attentive crowd at the ribbon cutting cere- 
mony for the opening of I-95 in Fayetteville. The governor told the 
audience that the 17-mile section of interstate bypassing Fayetteville 
completes 1-95 in North Carolina. He also told the group, “The com- 
pletion of this major north-south connector represents an important 


step in the achievement of balanced econ 
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TRANSPORTATION YESTERDAY: 
In North Carolina: 1952—Safety responsibility law enacted. 
Elsewhere: 1919—First state gasoline tax in Oregon, passed Feb. 25. 


